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FROM THE DIRECTOR:                      ISSUE 38: FEBRUARY 2010  

Glory to God for our lives which are under His protection! 

We continue serving Him every day and in everything we do. We hope that all of you who 
are part of The Carpenterôs Kids family are well and that your families and churches are 

well. 

In February our dear friend Henry Sillah passed away and went to live with his God forever. 

We will miss him very much. 

We had a busy month of distributions and redistributions. We have been asked to send 
many greetings and give thanks to you from all of the DCT parishes we visited for all of your 

prayers and for all of the support you give to your family here in Tanzania. 

2010 is the fifth year of The Carpenterôs Kids program. We are very happy that we now have 
over 100 DCT parishes in the program and almost 6,000 children are now able to attend 

primary school and secondary school. God is good!  

We thank you for your support and we are happy to work with you all. In this newsletter you will read about some of our 

friends in the Diocese of Atlanta. We hope you are happy to meet them. It is good for us to know all of our partners.  

May God bless you all in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.   Rev. Noah Masima, Program Director 

CK Mourns Loss of Henry Sillah  

February began with sad news for the Dodoma-based Carpenterôs Kids staff as we mourned the 
loss of Mzee (Mr.) Henry Sillah, a dear friend and a member of the Screening Panel, who passed 
away suddenly on February 8, 2010. The whole CK team attended Mzee Sillahôs funeral at Kizota 

Anglican Church on February 11th. 

 Born January 6, 1952, Mzee Sillah had recently celebrated his 58th birthday with his family and 
friends in Dodoma. Mzee Sillah and his wife Elizabeth had six children, three of whom are still in 
school. Harriet, a 3rd year student at IRDP; Naomi, a form 6 student at Iringa Girls High School; 

and Agnes, a first year student at the University of Dar es Salaam.  

Mzee Sillah enlisted in the Tanzanian Army in 1985 and served in the Army as a radar specialist 

until his retirement in 2003.  

After retiring from the Army, Mzee Sillah and his family moved to Dodoma and settled into the Nku-
hungu neighborhood, joining the congregation at Kizota Anglican Church. Mzee and Mama Sillah 
were very active in their local parish and in the Diocese of Central Tanganyika as a whole. Mzee 

Sillah joined the staff at Furaha Hostel, formerly a DCT-run hostel managed by Rev. Noah Masima, and worked as the staff electrician 
for four years. Even after the hostel no longer belonged to the Diocese, Mzee Sillah could 

often be found consulting with various DCT employees on electrical problems. 

In 2008, Mzee Sillah joined the Carpenterôs Kids Screening Panel.  He brought a great deal 
of joy and laughter to the office and great dedication to selecting the most vulnerable children 
to join the program. Despite being tired after spending 3-5 days in villages interviewing poten-
tial Carpenterôs Kids, Mzee Sillah made a point of talking to every CK staff member when he 

returned to the office so he could learn about what they did in the office during the week.  

Mzee Sillah will be remembered as a loving father, grandfather, and a great friend. The Car-
penterôs Kids staff is very grateful for the time Mzee Sillah spent on the Screening Panel and 
to have had the opportunity to get to know a truly wonderful servant of God who was dedi-

cated to serving the orphaned and vulnerable children of the Diocese of Central Tanganyika. 

Partners engaged in Godõs mission: transforming the lives of children, communities, and the world. 



 

Over 100 DCT Parishes Linked!  

Hidden Talents: Magi Griffin, Special Advisor to Bishop Mhogolo  

 Magi Griffin, an Appointed Missionary of the Episcopal Church in the United States and from the 

Diocese of Atlanta, serves as the Partnership and Project Advisor to Bishop Mdimi Mhogolo. Her 

main focus is on DCT programs and projects relating to the Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs). Having previously served in the Diocese of Dar es Salaam under Archbishop Valentino 

Mokiwa and done MDG-related work in the United States, she brings a great deal of skills and ex-

perience to the Diocese of Central Tanganyika. 

In Magiôs words, the DCT is about ñrelationship, community, [and] outreach...We directly or indi-

rectly partner with overseas friends in missionðmutually to benefit people in the DCT as well as 

those in other countries. Godôs reconciling mission to one another, as part of the body of Christ is 

our reason óto be.ôò 

One of Magiôs main roles in the DCT is to serve as a facilitator to link and connect people which 

involves a great deal of oversight and organizational skills. In addition to her numerous responsi-

bilities within the Diocese, she also coordinates plans for many of the visitors who come to the 

DCT to learn more about the work of the Diocese and to form relationships. 

 

Magi serves as an advisor to many DCT programs, including the recently-launched NetsforLife program, funded by Episcopal Relief and 

Development, and, of course, The Carpenterôs Kids program.  In fact, many times throughout the year Magi can be found participating in 

CK distributions around the Diocese. According to Magi, ñThe commitment and implementation of CK stands as a role model for our 

Diocesan projects. It sets high standards of achievement and has an amazing success rate. The opportunities afforded to the most vul-

nerable children in the Diocese  through the primary education program are completely in line with the Millennium Development Goals. 

We are working towards true eradication of extreme poverty and achieving universal primary education.ò 
 

Everyone at The Carpenterôs Kids is deeply grateful for Magiôs guidance and friendship. Asante sana Magi (thank you very much Magi)! 

The fifth year of Carpenterôs Kids distributions began on a high note. We have now completed screening and implemented the program 
in over 100 DCT parishes! Thanks to new links from the Dioceses of Virginia, Southern Virginia, and New York, there are now 101 
DCT parishes in The Carpenterôs Kids program. This means that together we are now supporting 5, 825 children so they can attend 
primary and secondary school. We are delighted to welcome the Gottwald family, St. Thomas Church, Manhattan, and the Church of 

the Redeemer, Midlothian to The Carpenterôs Kids family. We hope you enjoy the pictures from our newest link parishes! 

DCT Parish  Link Parish  

Mphangwe The Gottwald Family (Virginia) 

Veyula The Church of the Redeemer, Midlothian, VA (Southern Vir-

ginia)  

Kizota St. Thomas Church, Manhattan (New York) 

Magi and a friend, a new Car-
penterõs Kid, from Majeleko 
parish.  

Top: New CKs 
in Mphangwe  

Left: New CKs 
in Veyula  

Right: New 
CKs in Kizota  


