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Dear Friends in Christ, 
We at the Carpenterôs Kids are very blessed. We want to share that blessing with others. Our intention is always to open the doors to this ministry so 
that everyone who wants to serve God in this program can have room to do so. Four years ago our two Bishops - Bishop Roskam and Bishop Mdimi- 
had a short discussion of several minutes to exchange ideas about how we could come together and help the orphans of DCT. Now, it takes us 
months and months to visit the 98 parishes in the program and see all 5,675 Carpenterôs Kids. Thanks to the people of the Diocese of New York who 
planted the seed. Thanks to the parishes in Virginia who have joined us. Thanks also to our friends from the Diocese of Atlanta who have linked with 
five parishes this year. Thank you to our friends in the Dioceses of Rochester, California, Toronto, and Canberra for loving the Carpenterôs Kids. 
We are so grateful for the friendships of our brothers and sisters from the UK Methodist Church and we praise the Lord Jesus for the people of New 
Zealand and Australia. God is wonderful to give us Friends from Colorado. We will always welcome new members to the Carpenterôs Kids family if 
more people would like to join hands with us in this special program. God bless you all in this Advent season.  
Happy Christmas and Happy New Year from The Carpenterôs Kids. 
Rev. Noah Masima 
Program Director 

 The Carpenterõs Kids Community Health Education Program 

As The Carpenterôs Kids program has grown, weôve been blessed to be able to expand our ministry. In 
many villages, link parishes have supported their friends in the Diocese of Central Tanganyika though par-
ish construction and water projects or through the Holy Cow! program.  In late 2008, Health Care Advisor 
Callum Thirkell created a program that has allowed us to serve over 6,000 people in two different villages ï 
Ndebwe and Chitelela.  
 

The Carpenterôs Kids Community Health Education Program (CK/CHEP) is a village-based health education 
program devoted to educating people of all ages on sanitation, hygiene, and other health-related problems, 
including Malaria prevention. Hygiene and sanitation are main contributors to significant illness in Tanza-
nia, particularly for mothers and children under the age of five. In preparing to write a proposal for CK/
CHEP, Callum visited 12 DCT parishes and conducted focus groups in each of them to determine what 
the people in each parish felt were the most significant health problems in their communities. After analyz-

ing his data, Callum discovered that an overwhelming theme was the feeling that the village population as a whole has a very basic knowledge 
and understanding of general hygiene and sanitation practices. When the village leaders were asked to prioritize needs and identify what would 
best serve their village, a recurring request was for an education program that could be run on a village level. The most-requested content of 
the education program was general health education and after that water-related topics and techniques for 
hygienic toilet construction (i.e. where to place the toilet in relation to the kitchen, the need for a roof, etc). 
 

Once the content of the program was decided, Callum had to find someone to run it. We were very fortu-
nate that Mr. Chibanhila, the Director of the Hombolo Hospital CHEP, accepted the position of Director of 
CK/CHEP. Mr. Chibanhila has over 20 years of teaching experience in health-related areas around the 
Diocese and brings a wealth of knowledge, skills, and experience to our program. CK/CHEP was officially 
launched in October. CCI (Centre for Community Initiatives) consultants assisted Mr. Chibanhila and 
Callum with conducting a baseline survey and training the health educators who will run weekly seminars in 
Ndebwe and Chitelela. The program is scheduled to run until the end of July 2010. At that time an end-of-
program evaluation will be conducted. The data from the evaluation will be analyzed and used to make 
recommendations for a possible future scale up of the program if funding is available. 
   

Mr. Chibanhila, CK/CHEP Di-
rector, conducts a training ses-

sion at the Ibihwa Center.  

A group of health educators at 
the end of their training at Ibi-

hwa.  

New Carpenterõs Kids Website Launched 

We are thrilled to announce that we now have a Dodoma-based Carpenterôs Kids website. Sarah Dailey, our former International Com-
munications Development and Management Advisor, started working on the site while she was here in Dodoma and continued to work 
on it when she returned to the Diocese of Atlanta earlier this year. Together with Paul Johnston, an Atlanta-based web designer who 
manages Sandra and Martin McCannôs website, Sarah put the finishing touches on the new CK site at the end of November. Please 
visit the site, found at www.thecarpenterskidstz.org, and let us know what you think. Asanteni sana Sarah na Paul! (Thank you very 
much Sarah and Paul!) 
 



The coming months...  Prayer points  

¶ We look forward to celebrating the birth of our 
Lord Jesus Christ with our families and friends. 

¶ Stanley Magembe, our program accountant, 
will close out the 2009 accounts in January 
and work with a representative from Shebrila 
and Associates to audit all of the CK accounts. 

¶ Carpenterôs Kids who finish Standard 7 in 2009 
will begin secondary school or vocational train-
ing in January. 

¶ Buck Blanchard, World Mission Coordinator for 
the Diocese of Virginia, will visit us for a week 
in January. Karibu Sana Buck! 

 

 

CONTACT US  
 

The Carpenterõs Kids 
Room 36, Floor 2 
Mackay House 
P.O. Box 15  

Dodoma, Tanzania 
 East Africa 

 
admin@thecarpenterskids.org 

¶ Pray for good and continuous rain so farmers 
can plant their crops and receive a bountiful 
harvest. 

¶ Pray for a safe and wonderful Christmas sea-
son for the Carpenterôs Kids, their families, 
communities and for the CK staff. 

¶ Pray for safe travels and a peaceful transition 
for Callum and Laura Thirkell as they return to 
New Zealand. 

¶ Pray for safe travels for Buck Blanchard as he 
travels to and from Tanzania in January. 

¶ Pray for all of the Carpenterôs Kids in Standard 
7 as they get their end-of-primary-school exam 
results. 

STAFF SPOTLIGHT: Callum Thirkell, Health Care Advisor  

For the past 16 months Callum Thirkell has served as the Carpenterôs Kids Health Care Advisor. In this role 
Callum has overseen the creation of a standardized health information form and the creation and implemen-
tation of a health care financial tracking system.  His main focus has been writing the proposal for and man-
aging the start up of the Carpenterôs Kids Community Health Education Program (CK/CHEP) which is fea-
tured on the front page of this newsletter.  
 Callum and his wife Laura, a teacher, had visited India and Nepal in 2007 and were struck by the 
great need they saw. They felt called to serve outside of New Zealand and began looking for opportunities.  
It just so happens that Callum and Laura are good friends of our very own Miriam Freeman-Plume and 
when Miriam heard that they were interested in mission opportunities in which both their skill sets could be 
utilized, she suggested DCT. Asante sana Miriam! (Thank you very much Miriam!) 
 Callum and Laura have both made their mark here in Dodoma. Laura brought her skills and experi-
ence from teaching at Karori West Normal School, a school that specializes in teaching new teachers, to 
Canon Andrea Mwaka School, a DCT-run private school. While at CAMS, Laura taught at and managed the 
Early Years Centre. Sheôll return to Karori West Normal School in January to teach first grade.  
 Prior to joining the Carpenterôs Kids team, Callum worked as a paramedic with Wellington Free 

Ambulance and heôll be returning to the same company in January 2010. Callum  was able to fully utilize his health care knowledge by 
being actively involved in several DCT programs in addition to The Carpenterôs Kids, including the planning and set up of the NetsforLife 
program and the transition of the Ibihwa Agriculture Training Centre to an agriculture and water centre. Upon their return to New Zealand, 
Callum and Laura will be actively thinking about and looking for opportunities to serve on a longer-term basis in the future. They will both 
be greatly missed on a personal as well as professional level and we hope to welcome them back to DCT in the future. 
 
Fun Facts: Just before coming to Tanzania in 2008, Callum competed in the World Ultimate (Frisbee) Championships in Vancouver, 
British Columbia with the New Zealand menôs team. While in Tanzania, Callum was given a Chigogo name, Mtemi, which means óChief.ô 

New Links in December  

December was a busy month for The Carpenterôs Kids program. While we usually stop doing distributions at the end of November and 
focus on more administrative matters (and avoid driving during the rainy season!), this year we continued distributions and implemented 
the program in three new DCT parishes. Please join us in saying ñKaribu sanaò (Youôre very welcome) 
to the following new members of the Carpenterôs Kids family: 
 
 

Callum on a CK Distri-
bution in Chitalela  

DCT Parish  Link Parish  

Gawaye The Church of the Ascension, Manhattan 

Chimuli Episcopal Diocese of Rochester 

 
Chimendeli 

St. John's Church (Getty Square), 
Yonkers, Holy Cross Church, Yonkers, St. 
Paul's Church, Bronx, St. John's Episco-

pal Church, Monticello 

The Carpenterõs 
Kids in Chimuli 

after they re-
ceived their new 
uniforms, school 
supplies, socks, 
shoes, soap, and 

mosquito nets on 
Saturday Decem-

ber 19th.  



Heri ya Kristmas! 
 

 
Thank you for a year filled with 5,675 blessings! 

 
With love from The Carpenterõs Kids Team  

 ñPastor Noah, John, Noel, Daudi, John Joseph, Stanley, Willy, Scott, & Elizabethñ 

& our 5,675 Carpenterõs Kids 

Amani 
(Peace) 

Tumaini 
(Hope) 

Neema 
(Grace) 


