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FROM THE DIRECTOR:                      ISSUE 35 : SEPT -NOV 2009  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Him, 

Greetings to you in the name of our Lord Jesus.  

I am so pleased with all of the activities that took place in the CK program in the months of September, October, and November. Everyone on the 
team was very busy doing their best to keep things running smoothly and efficiently. We are so happy that the program is growing - continuing to 

grow - as we approach the end of the year.  

In this newsletter you will read about some new members of The Carpenterôs Kids family. We were blessed to welcome many of them here to Do-
doma this year. Even as we did so, the program, the screening, the photos and measurements, the distributions, the reviews, and communications 
went on as usual. This shows the strength of the Team.  We welcomed our friends, new and old, from St. Paulôs Church in Richmond who came 
several times this year to share in the life of the Mwitikira community. We enjoyed spending time with Reverend Ian, the Dean of Virginia Theological 
Seminary, during his visit to Mgunga. We hope you enjoy reading this ñSpecial Editionò newsletter about our friends in Virginia and their relationships 

with The Carpenterôs Kids. 

We are very encouraged by the support of everyone who feels called to the work of The Carpenterôs Kids. We value your support because you show 

many people in our Diocese the love of God. It flows through you and reaches us all. We bless you for the wonderful support and love you give to 

our children who are now your children 

Rev. Noah Masima 

Program Director 

New Links  

The months of September, October, and November have been very exciting for The Carpenterôs Kids program. Thanks to the support 
of our friends in the Dioceses of New York, Atlanta, and Toronto, weôve been able to implement the program in an additional eight DCT 

parishes. The newly linked parishes were delighted to join The Carpenterôs Kids and we are thrilled to support 436 more children.    

Implementing the program in 
new parishes is definitely a 
team effort. Our Dodoma-
based Screening Panel and 
John Joseph, our program 
transportation manager, spend 
three days and two nights in 
each new village meeting and 
interviewing the 70 children 
nominated to join the program. 
They then have to make very 
difficult decisions and deter-
mine which 50 children are 
enrolled in the program. We are 
very thankful for their dedica-

tion and discerning hearts.  

 Once the 50 children have been identified, either Noel, Daudi or John Joseph travels to the new village (via motorcycle) to 
take photos and measurements for uniforms and shoes. The shoe measurements are then given to Willy so he can purchase and pre-
pare shoes, the seamstresses sew the uniforms, and the school supplies are ordered and delivered to the office. On distribution day, 
several CK staff members travel to the village in a Land Cruiser loaded with 50 kidsô worth of uniforms, shoes, school supplies, socks, 
soap, and mosquito nets. All of the effort that goes into preparing for a new distribution is definitely worth it as the joy and excitement 
on the faces of the new Carpenterôs Kids as they admire their uniforms and shoes is a reminder that God is definitely with us. Bwana 

Asifiwe! (Praise the Lord!) 

DCT Parish  Link  

Mlimwa (Dabalo) The Church of the Good Shepherd, Roosevelt Island (Diocese of New York) 

Majeleko St. James Church, Marietta, GA (Diocese of Atlanta) 

Ibugule Monarch Art Plastics, Mount Laurel, NJ (Diocese of New York) 

Chifukulo Monarch Art Plastics, Mount Laurel, NJ (Diocese of New York) 

Dodoma Makulu Cathedral of St. Phillip, Atlanta (Diocese of Atlanta) 

Mahoma Nyika Cathedral of St. Phillip, Atlanta (Diocese of Atlanta) 

Mkonze Cathedral of St. Phillip, Atlanta (Diocese of Atlanta) 

Lugala St. Phillipôs-on-the-Hill Anglican Church, Unionville, Ontario (Diocese of Toronto) 

Partners engaged in Godõs mission: transforming the lives of children, communities, and the world. 



St. Paulõs Church, Richmond 

 In September we welcomed our third group of pilgrims from St. Paulôs Church in Richmond, Virginia. The group in-
cluded several very familiar faces, among them Suzanne Johnson (Diocese of Virginia CK Coordinator), Roger Whitfield, and 
Dr. Rebecca Johnson (Suzanneôs daughter). The September group also included Rogerôs wife Sandra, St. Paulôs parishioners 
Sarah Carneal, Trudy Bryan, and David Wofford (husband of Cindy Wofford and father of Si Wofford who visited us in June) 

and Emily Cherry, the Communications Officer for the Diocese of Virginia.  

 St. Paulôs Church is linked with the parish of Mwitikira and over the last year pilgrims from St. Paulôs and the people 
of Mwitikira have been blessed to be able to deepen their relationship by getting to know one another face to face. St. Paulôs 
has a history mission and outreach in the Richmond area, but, according to Suzanne Johnson, it was the churchôs involve-
ment in the One Episcopalian initiative and Millennium Development Goals-related work that helped the parishioners realize 
that their ñneighborhood is also global.ò We are very glad to have the people of St. Paulôs as our neighbors, both while they 
are here in the Diocese of Central Tanganyika and in Richmond. We hope you enjoy hearing a bit more about the experi-

ences of our most recent group of Virginia pilgrims, focusing on our newest pilgrims!  

First-time visitor to DCT Sarah Carneal, a science teacher in Virginia, put her teaching experi-
ence to good use while in Mwitikira. She taught the kids critical thinking strategies, covered 
diverse topics like magnetism, air pressure and optical illusions in science classes, and even 
helped them build a solar oven which they used to cook brownies, bread and orange-
cranberry muffins. As with many visitors to DCT, Sarah said the highlight of her visit was inter-
acting with the children, ñThey have such an eagerness to 
learné[They are] so polite, respectful, loving, and joyous. 

Their laughter has been wonderful.ò 

Trudy Bryan, also a first-time visitor to DCT, has been an 

elementary school teacher for over 25 years. She has a 

passion for art and wanted to share it with the children of 

Mwitikira. To that end, she brought 400 pounds of art supplies with her from the US! The art 

lessons were so popular with the children that Trudy needed to purchase additional sup-

plies here in Dodoma.  Trudy and the children also spent time together dancing and singing 

along to American childrenôs music.  Trudy said of her experience, ñI love being here, the 

children are very loving and respectful. We have laughed a lot.ò 

As a St. Paulôs parishioner, Sandra Whitfield has heard a great deal about The Carpenterôs Kids program. Her husband Roger 

has spearheaded the St. Paulôs efforts to assist Mwitikiraôs renovation of their village water system, including the installation of 

a new pump and engine. While in Mwitikira, Sandra worked at the Mwitikira Primary School. Of her experience, Sandra said, 

ñThere is no way to truly understand the joy and acceptance until you are here. [The] people of Mwitikira are appreciative for 

anything that they receive in life which is a good lesson for us who live with much more. 

Seeing is believing and you have to come here to experience the true partnership. Being 

here has been a tremendous gift for me.ò 

St. Paulôs parishioner David Wofford and Diocese of 
Virginia Communications Officer Emily Cherry ar-
rived in Dodoma in late September and spent two 
days visiting various DCT programs including the 
Buigiri School for the Blind, Chadulu parish, Msalato 
Theological College, and Chitelela parish to learn 
about the CK/CHEP program. After their whirlwind 
tour of the Diocese, they headed out to Mwitikira to 

join Suzanne, Rebecca, Roger, Sandra, Trudy, and Sarah for the September 26th dis-
tribution in the parish and helped distribute new uniforms, shoes and school supplies to 
the 136 Carpenterôs Kids supported by St. Paulôs. Karibuni tena! 

Sarah and the solar oven 
she created with the chil-
dren  

Trudy and the Mwitikira chil-
drenõs artwork. 

Sandra Whitfield receiving a 
zawadi (gift) at the Mwitikira 
CK distribution.  

Emily Cherry (center) and David 
Wofford (right) with friends in 

Mwitikira.  



 

Grace Episcopal Church, Kilmarnock  

St. Andrewõs Episcopal Church, Burke 

 
The Carpenterôs Kids program is blessed to have a very strong supporters and advocates in St. 
Andrewôs parishioners Leslie and Kirk Steffensen. Leslie and Kirk, along with their three chil-
dren, served as missionaries of the Episcopal Church here in the Diocese of Central Tangany-
ika in 2006 and have been committed to the work of the Diocese ever since.  We asked St. 
Andrewôs rector, the Very Reverend Randall Prior, to tell us a little bit about how the relation-
ship between St. Andrewôs and The Carpenterôs Kids came to be. We hope you enjoy hearing 

about some of our new friends in Virginia. 

ñThe Carpenterôs Kids was first brought to the attention of St. Andrewôs Episcopal Church of 
Burke, Virginia, in early in 2009 by one of our parishioners, Leslie Steffensen.  Leslie and her 
family recently spent one year as Volunteers for Mission working in the Diocese of Central Tan-
ganyika.  She observed firsthand the plight of orphaned and other vulnerable children in Tanza-

nia who cannot attend school because they lack uniforms, shoes and supplies.  The life-changing opportunities afforded these children 
and the personal and spiritual growth experienced by them as a result of the work of Carpenterôs Kids inspired Leslie to carry back word 

of this ministry upon her familyôs return to Virginia.   

Located in Northern Virginia, just outside Washington, D.C., St. Andrewôs is a parish of nearly 400 households.  We are blessed to have 
a strong Outreach program that allows our parishioners to serve in the name of, and in the spirit of, Christ both through charitable giving 
and charitable works.  The mission of The Carpenterôs Kids program is very much in line with other ministries that our parish supports 
both locally and globally.  The importance of education to raise families out of poverty and provide them with opportunities to improve 
their lives is a theme in many of those ministries.  Whether it be providing food for the hungry, housing for the homeless, school supplies 
for children or fostering goodwill among people of different faiths and beliefs, reaching out and ministering to those in need means that 

we as a parish can share our faith and strength in Christ and offer hope to those who have none.    

This past June, Leslie had the opportunity to attend the distribution in  our link parish, Chololo.  She handed each of the children their 

uniforms and nets, greeting each one by name on behalf of St. Andrew's.  She expects to visit Chololo again in June 2010.  St. An-

drewôs is delighted that our parish is able to provide support to the children of Tanzania through Carpenterôs Kids, and we look forward 

to hearing how ñourò children progress in the years ahead.ò  

Grace Church was the second church from the Diocese of Virginia to join The Car-
penterôs Kids program. In October 2008 we welcomed the Rev. David May, his wife 
Emily, and Sandy and Floyd Griffin to the Diocese of Central Tanganyika. They 
had come to visit The Carpenterôs Kids at the suggestion of the Diocese of Virginia 

World Mission Coordinator Buck Blanchard, who accompanied them on their trip. 

Initially, the four members of Grace Church came to learn about the work of the 
Diocese and to explore ways in which their parish could potentially support The 
Carpenterôs Kids. The group spent a fair amount of time learning about health care, 
visiting various medical faculties throughout the Diocese. However, after learning 

that The Carpenterôs Kids program had officially been opened up to other dioceses outside of New York, David+, Emily, 
Sandy, and Floyd all expressed an interest in supporting the education component of the program. They made special visits 
to several parishes in which the program had been implemented and even visited the parish with which Grace Church is 
now linked, Bankolo. They also heard about the programôs bicycle fund (see story on page five) and helped provide bicycles 

to over 15 priests in 2008. 

Built in 1852, Grace Church has grown steadily in the last 157 years and has the distinction of being the largest rural Episcopal church 
in Virginia. Guided by the Episcopal Baptismal Covenant to ñ...seek and serve Christ in all personsé,ò the Grace Church congregation 
is very active in mission and outreach and has 11 sub-committees of their Outreach Committee. Among other ministries, the congrega-
tion supports Habitat for Humanity, the Boys and Girls Club, Meals on Wheels, and a food pantry. This commitment to service has ex-
tended to their DCT link parish, Bankolo, as well as the parishioners of Grace Church have sent funds to assist their brothers and sis-

ters in Bankolo during the food shortage in the Diocese. 

We are delighted to have Grace Church as part of the Carpenterôs Kids family and look forward to continuing our relationship in 2010! 



 

Virginia Theological Seminary  

DCT Parish Priest Rev. Erasto Ndahani Visits US  
 

In the past few years weôve had many visitors come on pilgrimage to the Diocese of Central Tanganyika to visit their link parishes. In September 
2009, Father Erasto Ndahani, the parish priest of Mwitikira, and his wife Rebecca made a pilgrimage to the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia to visit St. 
Paulôs Church, their link parish! Roger Whitfield, a St. Paulôs parishioner and repeat pilgrim to the DCT, was one of the advocates for Erasto and 
Rebeccaôs visit to the US, ñFather Erasto is an extraordinary priest and leader, who has great vision, flare and an ability to relate to Westerners. He 

is motivated, dedicated and extremely capable.  He is also a great pastor to the people of Mwitikira.ò  

We were delighted to welcome Father Erasto back to the Diocese and learn more about his and Rebeccaôs amazing visit to Virginia. Father Erasto 
explained that he and Rebecca were very nervous on the way to the US, because they had no idea what to expect when they arrived in America. 
They had another reason to be nervous: it was their first time ever on an airplane! However, all of their nervousness disappeared when they arrived 
at the airport in Richmond. They were treated to a Mwitikira-style welcome by the people of St. Paulôs, complete with a very large group of smiling 
faces, some familiar, some new, but all thrilled to welcome the Ndahaniôs to Virginia. As Father Erasto recalls, ñThen we realized we had many 

friends and everything would be fine.ò 

While in the US Father Erasto and Rebecca were very busy! It wasnôt all work and no play though, as the people of St. Paulôs ensured that Erasto 
and Rebecca got to see many sites. They visited a folk music festival, various historical sites within Virginia and Washington, DC and even went to 
a University of Virginia football game. Father Erasto was also asked to co-celebrate at services, teach and preach while he was in the Diocese of 
Virginia. At his first speaking engagement in Fredericksburg, the nerves that had disappeared at the airport made a return appearance, ñI was so 

nervous I started to use Gogo language (local language in the Dodoma region). They said they understood me but I was not sure!ò  

Of his trip, Father Erasto said, ñWhat I learned is that The Carpenterôs Kids is a small thing that links us but the relationship is huge. More than just 
supporting children, it is friendship and partnership all working together for the sake of the kids. This kind of relationship is building the unity of the 
church so we can learn from each other. It is one way how some very committed people of God learn from each other.ò When asked how he felt 
coming back to Tanzania Father Erasto responded, ñYour home is your home. The place you can be yourself. I was very happy to return home with 
many things in my heart. I will use some things in my ministry and some will remain in my mind. God chose me to work in Africa. God has a very 
special purpose for me to be here. God chose me to go to the US and to use my experience there in my ministry. Jesus always talks about the 

unity of the church. That doesnôt mean all of us have live in the same place, but that we are all united through relationship.ò 

In June 2009 Virginia Theological Seminary (VTS) became the first seminary to join The Carpenterôs Kids 
Program. Thanks to the leadership and support of the Very Reverend Dr. Ian Markham, Dean and President 
of VTS, and Leslie Steffensen, Administrative Co-coordinator for the Center for Anglican Communion Studies, 
VTS was linked with the DCT parish of Mgunga earlier this year. We spoke to our friends at VTS to learn a 
little more about their ongoing relationship with the Diocese of Central Tanganyika.  
 

CK: How did your parish first hear about The Carpenter's Kids program? 
VTS: VTS has been involved with Msalato Theological College in the Diocese of Central Tanganyika (DCT) 
for nearly ten years.  Leslie Steffensen visited Msalato in 2005 as part of a VTS student cross-cultural immer-
sion trip to Tanzania.  When she graduated in 2006 with a masterôs degree in theological studies, Leslie was 
eager to go back and augment the faculty at Msalato.  She, her husband Kirk, and their three children, Greg-
ory, Henry and Charlotte, moved to the DCT.  After one year it was time to move back to the USA.  Leslie soon found a unique opportunity to work at 
VTS in the Center for Anglican Communion Studies. One of her primary goals was to encourage VTS to support theological education in struggling 
regions of the Anglican Communion. When Bp. Mhogolo visited VTS in September, Dean Ian Markham was very impressed by the description Bp. 
Mhogolo gave of the work of The Carpenterôs Kids. The Dean pledged VTS to participate as a community. Leslie co-led a team of students to Tan-
zania in the summer of 2009 and took one of our students to a distribution in her churchôs link parish, Chololo. 
 

CK: What was your motivation for joining The Carpenter's Kids? 
VTS: The program makes an immediate impact on the life of a village, touching on many of the MDGs.  Connecting our seminary students, faculty, 
and staff to such outreach connects them in new ways to the Anglican Communion.  
 

CK: What, if any, connection do you see between the work you do on a local level and your commitment to The Carpenter's Kids on a global level? 
VTS: One thing we try to get students to understand through cross-cultural immersion is that global is local in this 21st century world.   
 

CK: How do you envision your relationship with The Carpenter's Kids and your link parish evolving in the next few years? 
VTS: We are hosting a conference on Inter-religious Dialog in Dodoma summer 2010.  We hope to make a 3rd visit to the partner village/parish.  We 
had two representatives visit this fall.  Another student team will travel to Tanzania in summer 2011. There should be another student trip in 2013, if 
the model of every other year continues!  The Carpenterôs Kids office will be a part of their visit - as future leaders of the Episcopal Church, it is im-
portant that our student see a successful mission in action.  Visiting Mgunga will help deepen the VTS community relationship with the people there. 
 

CK: Is there anything else you would like readers of The Carpenter's Kids newsletter to know about your parish? 
VTS: VTS has received a grant from Trinity Wall Street Global Partnerships to bring Msalato students to our campus to do mission here in the DC 
region. The Msalato students will get to experience the challenges faced in our country and hopefully, gain an understanding of our context. 

Dean Markham at the first 
CK distribution at Mgunga 
with his new friend.  


