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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, friends and all well-wishers of the Carpenterôs Kids, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank you for all of your efforts in supporting us. I would also like to apologize for the delay in 
sending you a newsletter in a timely manner as we usually do.  I also want to tell you a little about what has 
been happening with us here in Dodoma and what you have to look forward to in this newsletter. 
 

Our feature article is on the food shortage. This is approaching hard and fast.  As you know, the Carpenterôs 
Kids are the most vulnerable people in our parishes and they will be the first people to suffer in these times. 
Please pray for us and if you have any thoughts which you think would help us overcome this problem please 
do not hesitate to let us know. We want to serve our kids to the best of our ability.   

I wish you all the best, 

The Rev. Noah Masima, Program Director 

 
Food Shortage Affects DCT Parishes  

As many of you may have read in the parish-to-parish V-Bulletin posts, many villages within 
the Diocese of Central Tanganyika are facing widespread famine due to a shortage of food 
this year.  This food shortage is largely due to an extremely dry ñrainy seasonò. Most of the 
people within the Diocese are subsistence farmers and rely heavily on rain for their exis-
tence.  Normally the rainy season begins at the end of November and continues until the end 
of April. This rainy season, the rain came as expected at the end of November, but unfortu-
nately it disappeared almost as quickly as it arrived.  As usual, people started to plant seeds 
in their shambas (farms) when the rain appeared, 
however the seeds failed to germinate due to the 
lack of rainfall. When the rain reappeared at the end 
of February, people took hope and planted their 

seeds again, but just as before the rain did not last.  Seeds failed to germinate and the crops 
that managed to grow quickly wilted away in the dry soil.  Famine of this kind usually hits a 
small area, meaning people in the affected area can migrate to other areas for work. What 
makes this situation of great concern is that it has affected the whole Dodoma region. The Car-
penterôs Kids Program Director, the Rev. Noah Masima, shares his opinion on the food short-
age, ñFamine is big now, it is the worst I have ever seen. People will be out there starving very 
soon. For some it is right now. But imagine what it will be like for the Carpenterôs Kids, the 
poorest of the poor. Education is important, but how can they get education without food?ò 
Many people in the parishes of the DCT are attempting to survive on one small meal a day and the situation will worsen as food prices 
rise and food stocks decrease. Here is how one Parish Communications Coordinator put it in a recent message sent via V-Bulletin.  

 
ñThe famine is a name which is easy to say but oh what a very frightening name and a 
very fearsome man eater. Once laughter filled the households but when famine enters it 
has turned the laughter to pain.ò 
 

It costs 25cents per person per meal.  To feed 250 elderly  or infirm parishioners, and 250 

children one meal a day for 1 month will cost USD $3,750. The next Harvest is 8 months 

away. It is truly scary. We ask that you please pray for the people struggling in this situa-

tion. If you would like to contribute to the DCT famine relief efforts, please contact your 

diocesan office or feel free to contact us here at the CK head office in Dodoma: 

admin@thecarpenterskids.org 
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